Educating Quakers in Bolivia and the United States

Overview:  Students will explore the role of education in developing a Quaker life and community in both the United States and in Bolivia.  The will discuss their own experiences with education and will learn about Quaker schools and other Quaker education programs in Bolivia.  They will also learn about the Bolivian Quaker Education Fund and its efforts to support Quaker education in Bolivia and educate Quakers in other countries about Bolivia.

Resources:

Resources are available on the Bolivian Quaker Education Fund website:  www.bqef.org.  They are also available on a CD or as printed pictures from Barbara Stanford.  (stanford.barbara@gmail.com  or 618-830-5804).  The resources include:
1.  A PowerPoint presentation.  If you do not have a computer available to show the PowerPoint, you can print out the slides or request them from Barbara Stanford.

2.  Selected pictures from the slide show are available on a Word Document with 4 pictures to a page.  Students can cut and paste the pictures into a booklet or a poster.
3.  The Bolivian Quaker Education Fund website (BQEF.org) also has extensive materials available including video interviews with Rubén and Alicia and a tour of the Internado.  

Time Frame and Age

      The PowerPoint presentation is designed to be appropriate for any age.  You can adapt the narration to the interests of different age groups.   With younger children, you will probably want to show it quickly and follow it with one of the activities and focus on the questions about animals, school and people.  Older students can discuss the issues in more depth.  You may want to go through the narration and highlight the parts you want to use or cross off the parts you want to skil. The PowerPoint and discussion will probably take about 45 minutes to an hour.

      If students raise serious issues about their own education are or interested in learning more about Bolivian Quakers or in supporting projects from BQEF, there are extensions suggested which could take several more weeks.  

Activity 1:  Discussion and Stories 
      The slide show “Educating Quakers in the U.S. and Bolivia” is designed to introduce the discussion and to illustrate the stories.   
Discussion

       Discuss the following or similar questions.  Choose questions appropriate for your class’s age and experiences. (Slide One and Two)

1.  Does school help you be a better Quaker?  What have you learned in school that helps you be a better Quaker?   (If you need to, give examples.  (We learned to share and take turns.  I learned about other countries and got interested in the children there.)
2.  Is there anything that you learn at school or that happens at school that makes it harder to be a good Quaker?  (Tell a story as an example—“When I was in school a group of girls had a club and set up an area of the playground as their “clubhouse.”  They tried to keep the other girls out.  I wanted to be in the club, but I though that keeping the other girls out wasn’t very Quakerly.”

Take time to discuss possible solutions to their problems.
3.  Do you have any other problems at school.
4.  We are now going to meet some Quakers in another country and explore the way they try to educate Quakers.
      Tell students:  I’d like you to imagine that you got on an airplane and you flew South (or Southeast) all night.  When you got off the plane, you would be in the country of Bolivia.  You would be in mountains so high that it would be cold, even though you are near the equator.  It would be hard to breathe.  (slide 3)
1.   Do you think you would find schools there?  (yes.)

2.   Do you think you would find Quakers there? (yes.  About 30,000.
3.   Do you think that Quaker children would want to go to school?  Do you think that they would have problems like you do?  I’m going to tell you stories about three Quakers in Bolivia and the problems they had going to school. 

Story One:  Alicia’s Story (Slide 4)
        Alicia is a Bolivian Quaker.  Like most Bolivian Quakers, she is an Aymara Indian.  The Aymara have their own language.  But they have a problem.  The schools are taught in Spanish.   They have to learn Spanish while they are learning to read, write and do arithmetic.  Did any of you have this problem or do you have students in your class that are learning English?

         When Alicia was a child, she lived high in the mountains. (slide 5) How does the land where she lives compare to the place where you live?  Do you think it is easier or harder to study?  It is very cold in the mountains, especially at night.  Many houses and schools do not have heat.  Do you find it hard to study when it is too cold?
       Alicia helped her family grow crops. (Slide six) It is hard to grow crops in the mountains.  It often frosts at night.  One of the crops they grow is called quinoa.  It has more protein than most other grains.  Do you have chores to help your family?   Do you grow vegetables?  Do you have to live on the vegetables?  Most Quakers in Bolivia have very little money.  Many have to live on less than $2.00 a day.  What problems can lack of money cause at school?  Do you or your classmates have problems with not enough money for food, clothes, school supplies, transportation or other needs?

The Indians in the mountains of South America discovered and developed potatoes.  (slide seven) Potatoes are one of their main foods. You can buy dozens of different kinds of potatoes in the markets. They sometimes even use potatoes to pay their bills.  Do children get any kind of education from helping their families with chores?

Alicia also helped her family with the animals. (slides eight, nine and ten) The llama is a very important animal in Bolivia.  Do you take care of animals?  Do you work before or after school?

This is Alicia’s school. (slide eleven)  Alicia felt lucky to go to school.  Most older Quakers were not able to go to school.  The government did not support schools for Aymara until about 60 years ago.  For many years Quakers built their own schools.
After she graduated from high school, (slide twelve) Alicia wanted to go to college, but she had a problem.  She didn’t speak Spanish well enough and her country school had not taught her well enough.  She had to study very hard on her own to pass her tests.  

She had another problem.  The first year, her parents helped her pay for college, but the second year they didn’t have enough money.  What could she do? (slide thirteen)  Quakers in the United States heard about the problems Bolivian Quakers had paying for school, so they offered scholarships. The scholarships are only $50 a month, but they made it possible for Alicia to stay in school. Alicia was able to graduate and become an English teacher.

Story Two: Rubén’s Story.  (slide fourteen)  
            Rubén was also a Bolivian Quaker.   He lived in a very tiny town very high in the mountains.  The town was so small that there wasn’t any school there. What could he do?


To help children like Rubén, the Quakers built boarding schools.  When Rubén was five years old, his parents took him to a Quaker boarding school in Achacachi. (slide fifteen)   In a boarding school, children stay all night at the school.  
Rubén’s parents sold some of their animals to pay for his school.  (Slide Sixteen)   

(Slide seventeen has a link to play a video of children in a Quaker school singing.  If you don’t have internet, you can give the children the website www.bqef.org so they can watch it at home or school or the library)  

Rubén also got a scholarship from the Bolivian Quaker Education Fund.  (Slide eighteen) He graduated and became an English teacher at a Quaker School. (Note this is a picture of a different teacher in his school.)

(Slide Nineteen) Alicia and Rubén both had a chance to come to the United States for a year to teach in Quaker schools here and to learn about North American Quakers.  (Slide Twenty)   Rubén is a singer as well as a teacher.  Now they are both back in Bolivia teaching English and working to make Quaker schools better.
Story Three:  Benito’s Story (slide twenty-one)  
Benito grew up in a tiny village in the mountains named Pallcapampa.  They had a school an hour’s walk away from their village, but it only had elementary school.  The only high school was a two hour walk down the mountain.  
So Benito walked to school two hours down the mountain in the morning and two hours up the mountain at night. When he graduated, Benito wanted to go to college.  (Slide twenty-two).  He also got a scholarship from the Bolivian Quaker Education Fund.

While he was in college, he wanted to help the other children in his village.  How could he help them?  (Slide twenty-three)  Hardly any of the children in Pallcapampa went to high school because it was so far away. Many children only went to the third grade.  While he was in college he learned about Internados, houses where children could stay during the week while they went to school. (Slide twenty-four.  If you have internet, watch the videos of children at the Internado.)

The Bolivian Quaker Education Fund helped him make his dream a reality. The Bolivian Quaker Education Fund helped him make his dream a reality.  Many Quakers in several countries also donated money to help. Irish Quakers raised money to buy the house for the internado. It now provides a good home during the school week and house parents to take care of the children.  
(Slide twenty-five)  Now many children from his village and villages even further away finish high school.  They have time to study and even a little time to play.
    Because of the work of Quakers in Bolivia building Quaker schools and of Quakers in America giving scholarships, Quaker young people are getting a good education.  If you would like to help, see Activity 6.  

Optional Activities.  Choose the ones your children would enjoy.

Activity 2:  Drawing

     Ask children to draw and color their ideas of a good Quaker school or the most interesting thing they learned about Bolivia.  Or ask them to draw themselves doing something with a child from Bolivia.
Activity 3.  Quaker Education Booklets

         With younger children, print out some of the pictures from the slide show or from the booklet files and let children paste them on construction paper.  You can cut the pictures out in small size and have children paste the pictures on a half sheet of construction paper which can then be folded to make a booklet.

Activity 4:  Bible Verse:  

If children like to memorize Bible verses, here is one.

“Whatsoever your hand finds to do, do it with all your might.”  Ecclesiastes 9:10.
Activity 5:  Song

A Spanish song that children might enjoy is “Demos Gracias” p. 50 in Worship in Song. 
Activity 6:  Explore Further.  
Explore the Bolivian Quaker Education Website either together as a class, or ask students to look at it at home or the library and report back on what they found of interest.  

Activity 7:  Share Learning with Meeting


Invite the children to think of ways to share what they have learned with the meeting.  Here are a few suggestions, but encourage children to come up with their own ideas.

· Cut out pictures from the PowerPoint and make a poster.

· Make up a play about American Quakers visiting Bolivian Quakers.

· Tell the stories of Bolivian Quakers in their own words.

Activity 7:  Discuss Ways to Improve Education in your Community or to Support Education in Bolivia.


Discuss what children see as needs both in their own school and of Bolivian Quakers.  Let them talk about the problems that they are most concerned about and how they might help solve them.

           If they are interested in supporting Bolivian Quakers, let them come up with ideas.  They might want to help raise money for a scholarship or to support children at the Internado.  Here are some ideas that have been successful other places.
· Hold a Bolivian Lunch or Dinner http://www.boliviaweb.com/recipes/english/
· Hold a Read-a-thon

· Hold a Walk-a-thon

· Set up a jar for change.

There are other suggestions for becoming involved on the BQEF website. www.bqef.org.  Two other organizations that your students may be interested in are Quaker Bolivia Links www.Qbl.org  which provides technology to Bolivia and Treasures of the Andes 

www.treasuresoftheandes.com  which offers study tours and work camps.  Some of the slides in this slide show are courtesy of these organizations.
