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OUR MISSION:
to strengthen ties between Andean
Quakers and those of North America
and Europe through programs that:
• enhance the educational

opportunities of Andean Friends
• nurture their service work
• strengthen their schools, and
• bring this work to the attention of

Friends in North America and
Europe

11253 Boston Road  East Concord NY 14055

Do healthy students learn more?
“Yes!” insist five current and former
scholarship holders. And having ben-
efited from their education, these scholar-
ship holders believe they can make a
difference by giving back.  They argue
that badly nourished students, many
suffering from preventable diseases,
perform poorly in school.   Lack of basic
health education, minimal governmental
services, and costly private health
facilities make for unhealthy students and
poor learning.

To do something about this
problem, the scholarship holders, three
dentists, a physician, and a teacher, have
formed a health team.  They propose
offering health education plus basic

dental and medical services for primary
and secondary school students.  They
would include as many parents as they
can.  Through workshops on hygiene,
nutrition, and disease prevention and
clinics for basic services, they would
educate, diagnose and heal.  Twice during
the academic year, they would examine

BQE-BO Health Committee (l to r): Bernabé Yujra, Ruth Calle (physician), Ana
Callisaya (dentist), Carlos David Larico (dental student), Hank Elkins, Juan Choque
(dental student), and Geoff Garver.  Missing: Emma Condori (teacher).

The Healthy Students Proposal
students for general health status and
nutrition. Their dental service would
apply fluoride, eliminate infections, and
extract teeth.   In both urban and rural
Quaker schools they would serve 1,000
students.  Evaluation in process and clinic
histories would help to improve services
each step of the way and facilitate
possible extension of this pilot program.

Is this project utopian?  Too costly
to consider?  The proposal is still in its
preliminary stage, and the BQEF Board
has not decided what to do.   But costs
may be manageable because the health
team members are offering to contribute
their services.  For supplies, each flask of
fluoride for example, enough to treat 100
children, would cost US$2.00, or 2 cents

per child; the anesthesia and other
supplies for a tooth extraction, about 18
cents per tooth.  The total budget for 1,000
children so far is less than $1,000.   Don’t
give up your own dentist yet, but for the
Quaker school students, our BQE-BO
health team may be setting up some
smiles.

Who would not feel anguish at
having to choose between lunch and
the bus ride nearly every day, or not
knowing how many meals the day will
bring, or seeing the best hope for the
future of the school disappear
because lifelines have vanished or
funds did not arrive in time?  These
are daily experiences of Bolivian
Friends.  When we visit they cannot
entirely conceal the anguish - neither
could we - but the spirit we regularly
meet is uplifted and uplifting.
Contact with you through BQEF
represents hope.  With your support
we can help translate that hope into
better futures for our Aymara
friends, the Bolivian Quakers.  Please
include a generous gift in your holiday
planning.

Between Anquish and Hope

By Hank Elkins
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Forty year ago there were three
dozen Quaker schools in Bolivia.  Quak-
ers started constructing schools in the
30’s, when they still had to be clandestine.
With the revolution of Victor Paz
Estenssoro in 1952, indigenous people
gained rights (land, suffrage, education),
and Quaker schools blossomed in
response.  When I first visited Bolivia in
1999, there were still about 16 Quaker
schools, but some of the most important
ones have since closed.  Today there are
no more than ten.

What has caused the decline?
There were three principal factors.  One
was great improvement in public educa-
tion.  Although the public education
system had a slow start, beginning with
the education reform of 1996, public
education has improved dramatically.
Teachers’ salaries have more than
doubled, new schools have been built,
and standards have been raised for both
infrastructure and curriculum.  Quaker
schools unable to meet the new chal-
lenges have closed, among them the only
school of Amigos Central (in Coroico),
Villa Alicia (a rural school of INELA on
the Altiplano), and Colegio Rey Solomón
(also an INELA school, one of only two
Quaker schools in the indigenous city of
El Alto).  The second factor was that
support from missionaries dried up.  The
schools were built with the help of
missionaries from Northwest YM and
Central YM (Indiana), primarily so that
Bolivian Friends could be prepared for
Bible college.  One Friend sold her home
in Indiana, we were told, in order to
finance the Colegio El Cuáquero in
Achacachi.  Nothing like that has
happened in recent decades.  The third
factor was lack of community support for
the schools that closed, sometimes (for
example in Coroico) precipitated by a
decline in the quality of the education.

What was different during this visit
to Bolivia was the support for the schools.
It was, of course, stronger at some schools
than at others, but overall the support was
organized and articulated in a way that
had not been the case on previous visits.
This was particularly the case at two of
the rural schools, Colegio Manantial in
Batallas and Colegio El Cuáquero in

Achacachi.  At Batallas, where there is a
student mural done last year with the
help of a volunteer (Madeleine Keller)
from Earlham College, there were
presentations with a printed program, and
a graduate of the school is director.  At
Achacachi more than three dozen people
showed up for our visit, including one
alumnus from the 30’s.  Volunteers from
the North have urged us over the past
year not to let these schools disappear,
and we left with a firm desire to give
them some support.

Why have Quaker schools at all?
Everyone said it was to preserve an
education that promotes Quaker values –
simplicity, honesty, integrity, peace,
community, and equality.  To some
extent it is also to keep the Quaker
community together.  Colegio
Emmanuel, for example, is under the care
of the quarterly meeting, which com-
prises all the five Santidad monthly
meetings and 29 churches in El Alto, and
80% of the students come from Quaker
families.  There is a similar buoyant
community spirit supporting the rural
schools in Batallas and Achacachi.
Young people are the future of the
Quaker community, and providing
Quaker support for their education will
help keep them within the fold.

Hank and I came back convinced
that the revitalized spirit of Bolivian
Quaker schools deserves all the support
we can give it.  Over and over again we
encountered the Bolivian Quaker youth
as full of intelligence, ambition, gratitude,

Bolivian Quaker Schools Today
Presidents Report

and good humor.  Some of the institu-
tions are old and creaky, and some of the
customs exhibit excessive machismo, but
the young people are wonderful and full
of promise, drinking up what ever can be
offered by the visiting volunteers, the
workshops, and the new equipment.

Newton Garver

Newton Garver, BQEF
President, and Bernabé
Yujra, BQEF Bolivian
Coordinator, in a quiet
moment after a busy
day.
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     For the past few years, I have
regularly made donations to BQEF, not
only to support its admirable mission but
also in admiration of the commitment
my father, Newton Garver, has made in
establishing it and helping it grow.  This
fall, on a trip to Bolivia where I joined my
father and Hank Elkins, my awareness of
and commitment to BQEF were trans-
formed.  Seeing up close the dedication
and Friendly spirit of Bernabé Yujra and

the rest of the BQE-Bo team and the
enthusiasm and gratitude of the beneficia-
ries of BQEF/BQE-Bo programs touched
me on a deeper and more personal level. 

     When I arrived I relied on doses
of coca tea and excellent vegetarian food
to build up my defenses against the
altitude - a real adjustment!  The next
morning, Dad, Hank and I saw presenta-
tions by English students taking BQEF-
supported classes at the Emmanuel,
Emma Canaday and Los Amigos
colegios.  The conversations that students
from Emmanuel, coached by their
teacher Elisabeth Lucero, acted out were
particularly well done.  That afternoon,
we heard testimonials and words of
appreciation from the 40 university
scholarship recipients, all of them

BQEF Programs Up Close and Personal
by Geoff Garver

From left to right, Alicia Lucasi joins BQEF English teachers
Elisabeth Lucero, Rubén Hilari, Reyna Mamani and Emma
Condori.

heartfelt and several of them tearful.  It
was moving and impressive - these are
bright, motivated students, and through
the education that the scholarships
support - or in some cases make possible
at all - they will be well equipped to give
back to their Quaker communities.  The
students even prepared an Aymaran
lunch for us. 

     Later that evening, Hank and I
met with Emma Condori, Ana Callisaya

and some of the scholarship students to
discuss a health initiative for which they
may seek BQEF support.  [See “Health
Students Proposal” article on page 1. ed.]
They are working on a detailed plan, and
I was impressed with their creativity,
organization and dedication in presenting
their ideas and objectives for the project. 

     Later in the week, Dad and I met
with BQE-Bo to discuss the volunteer
program (North Americans, mostly
students, who have come to help with
BQEF programs) and the English classes. 
The careful and constructive monitoring
of these programs was impressive.  We
learned that the BQEF English classes,
which are taught in the morning before
the regular school day, suffer at all three
schools from low attendance, mostly on
the part of secondary students.  While the
reasons for this vary from school to
school, BQE-Bo hopes to improve
attendance by shifting the classes to the
regular school day. 

     On Dad’s and my last night in La
Paz, BQE-Bo treated us to a farewell
dinner, made especially poignant with
Dad’s announcement that this was in all
likelihood his last visit to Bolivia.  The
love and gratitude that Bolivian Quakers
feel for Dad is powerful, and I feel
fortunate to have been there with him.

Hank Elkins, English
teacher Rubén Hilari
and scholarship
students enjoy an
Aymara lunch
provided by the
students.
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In June of this year, Val Liveoak
and Jorge Arauz traveled to Bolivia to
support the local PAV (Alternatives to
Violence Project—AVP in Spanish)
committee with another round of
workshops in La Paz. One of the early
participants (and a former scholarship
recipient), Magali Quispe, has since
moved to the lowland area of Santa Cruz
and asked for assistance in introducing
PAV in that location. Bernabé spoke with
a local Quaker pastor, David Tintaya, and
Val Liveoak was able to arrange flights to
do a “mini” workshop down in Santa
Cruz with Magali as co-facilitator.

The introductory workshop, as
happened in La Paz in 2005, was very well
received and the group asked that during
the next round of workshops they be
included for a Basic and an Advanced.

The PAV committee has invited
Jorge Arauz and Jens Braun to return to
Bolivia for the January 2008 round of
workshops. They have set an ambitious

AVP’s Geographical Expansion in Bolivia
by Jens Braun

At its October meeting the Board
established a Capital Fund within BQEF.
The purpose is to receive and disburse
funds for projects exceeding $5,000 that
involve the acquisition of property, the
construction or renovation of buildings,
or the equipment of laboratories.  Be-
cause capital expenditures vary greatly
from year to year, the Capital Fund is
separate from the operating budget of
BQEF.

The Board’s action was prompted
by four compelling projects.

1.  Internado.  The only capital
project to which BQEF has made a firm
commitment to date is the new residence
for the Internado in Sorata.  With a great
deal of outside help, $25,000 was paid
down for the property in March, with a
12-month option to complete the pur-
chase for an additional $27,000.  $10,000 is
already committed, so the immediate
need is for $17,000.

2.  Colegio Emmanuel.  We have a
long-standing request from Colegio
Emmanuel for funds to purchase an
adjoining piece of land for physical
education, library, science labs, and
classrooms.  The request was first made
in 2003, repeated in each of the two
following years, submitted in a formal
proposal in 2006, and renewed urgently in
2007.  Purchase of the land is the first of
three phases of the overall project (second
is construction, third is equipment).  This
proposal has sound educational justifica-
tion and will have a long lasting impact,
so it will have a high priority within the
Capital Fund. The price-tag for the land is
between $18,000 and $20,000. The imme-
diate need is for $10,000.

3.  Computers.  The establishment
of computer laboratories in three urban
Quaker schools (through grants totaling
about $13,000) was handled through the
operating budgets of 2005-2007.  On our
recent visit Hank Elkins and I heard
compelling requests for nearly 40
computers, plus two printers, by the
education committees of five of the
Santidad schools (two urban schools and
three rural schools).  We have yet to
receive formal proposals, but anticipate

requests of $15,000.  The immediate need
is for $10,000.

4.  Cochabamba.  We were pre-
sented last December with a proposal
(still in conceptual form) to found and
construct a model Quaker school and
Friends Center in Cochabamba.  The
Quaker presence has increased dramati-
cally in Cochabamba during the past
decade.  The concept looks forward to a
Quaker school independent of the Quaker
churches.  The initial step toward fulfill-
ing this idea would be the purchase of

Capital Fund Announced
by Newton Garver

land, for about $26,000.  The immediate
need is undetermined.

While complete isolation of
operating expenses from capital expenses
is impossible, we do need to consider
these proposals without jeopardizing our
other activities.  For the present, there-
fore, we invite contributions of $500 or
more which are over and above what the
donor might otherwise contribute to the
other work of BQEF.  While the capital
projects are exciting, it is important to
keep the regular work going forward!

plan where Jorge and Jens will work with
several of the trained local facilitators to
give Basic and Advanced workshops in La
Paz, followed by Basic workshops in both
Cochabamba in the highlands and Santa
Cruz. These workshops in other Bolivian
cities represent a substantial expansion of
BQEF’s program presence in the
country. In addition, PAV is helping
workshop graduates address the chal-
lenges they face on a daily basis.

After her June 2007 visit, Val
Liveoak put out a request for Spanish-
speaking AVPers. Reflecting a high level
of international interest in doing AVP in
Bolivia, eight people responded, some
from various countries in Latin
America. Though the local PAV commit-
tee feels at ease with the foreigners whom
they know (Val, Jens, and Jorge), they
will be encouraged to consider the
benefits of inviting other facilitators—as
well as to participate in the larger AVP
movement.

AVP Trainer Nelly Huayhua
explains an activity
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Amanda’s Letter
The following are excerpts from Amanda
Siegel’s epistle about her experiences in
Bolivia. Amanda is one of several Earlham
students who volunteered in Bolivia this
summer.

“I spent my first three weeks in a
town called Sorata, at the base of a
mountain called Illampu.  I lived in an
internado (supervised residence) run by a
Quaker-indigenous family (and sponsored
by BQEF. ed).  The 19 children who live

there during the week are all of Aymara
origin, and most conversation was held in
Aymara.  The first words I learned were
manc’a ja walisumawa (delicious food).”

“The students come from surround-
ing pueblos that lack schools, so they
come to Sorata to attend school.  The
Internado fee is 25 Bolivianos a month
(about US$4), and a sack of potatoes every
week.  On the weekends, they go home to
help their families on their plots of land.”

“Here in La Paz I have been
assistant teaching English in Quaker
schools. There is a lot of emphasis on
perfecting the art of note-taking here.”

“I ‘m living with a family in El
Alto, which lies above the city center. No
danger of gentrification here, boy!  It’s
even colder up here and people get sick a
lot in the winter.  On Tuesdays and
Sundays (and truthfully, every other day)
the streets are filled with vendors of

everything: raw meat, coca leaves, toys,
medicinal cures, etc.”

“Mostly, what I find difficult is the
intense contradiction that I live with
everyday, between walking the streets of
El Alto and knowing my position of
relative privilege in relation to this
poverty, and not knowing what to do or
how to remedy it.  There’s something
personally unsettling about being a

witness to this kind of suffering.  In a
strange way, you sort of lose confidence
in your previous perceptions of “the way
the world hangs together”. I have started
to question - well, almost everything.”

“At the same time, there is some-
thing very reaffirming about developing
relationships with people from this other
place, and learning their hopes and fears. 
The kids at the schools are so sweet and
so instantaneously loving.  I went to
church with the family today, and a little
girl from one of the schools came up to
me and cried “Profe!” (short for
profesora, or teacher) and gave me a big
hug. So when you see those same kids
shivering at school, or worry about
what’s in store for them in the future, it
really turns your world upside down.  I
feel an intense love for them, but it is a
love that intensifies my need to try to
understand the roots of human suffering,
as grandiose as that might sound.”

 Amanda with
Internado friends.

London Friends Fund
Scholarships

About a year ago, Westminster
Monthly Meeting put out a call for
possible projects for funding which
reflected the concerns of the members of
the individual meetings.  Funds had come
the monthly meeting’s way and we felt
led to use some of the interest on this
capital.  I immediately thought of Boliva,
especially as, following two trips to that
country with QBL (the second with
Newton and Anneliese
Garver), Hammersmith preparative
meeting had raised funds to provide clean
drinking and irrigation water to two
communities on the Altiplano.  Part of
Hammersmith’s fundraising efforts
involved hosting dinners with authentic
Bolivian food to which all the preparative
meetings were invited and a real concern
for and interest in Bolivia resulted.  

 I recall clearly a visit to the school
at Sorata with the Garvers when a
representative from the student body
appealed to the northern visitors for
assistance with higher education.  This
clearly struck a chord with Newton. 
BQEF was founded shortly thereafter and
I was kept informed of all its burgeoning
activities via its excellent
newsletter.  What especially appealed to
me as an ongoing project was the funding
of becas (scholarships).   Newton sent me
information to be posted to all the
preparative meetings in advance,
and when the time came for Westminster
Monthly Meeting to consider the appeal
for one or two scholarships for two
students for four years, I was delighted
that it was warmly supported.   We look
forward to receiving information
about ’our’ scholarship students in due
course.  I also hope that some of
our preparative meetings individually
may want to consider sponsoring their
own scholars and I look forward to
posting my Friends in other meetings
with this invitation.  Keep up the good
work BQEF.  

by  Victoria Timberlake
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Please use the enclosed envelope to support Bolivian Friends education or
make a donation via our website www.bqef.org/howtohelp.html.

Bolivian Quaker Education Fund, Inc.
11253 Boston Road
East Concord NY 14055
E-mail: office@BQEF.org

Address Service Requested

YES, I want to help nurture Bolivian Friends Education and Fellowship!
 I/We would like to contribute:  $1,000    $500    $250    $100   $50     Other ______

 My/Our check is enclosed.  Please make check(s) payable to: Bolivian Quaker Education Fund.

 Please charge my:  *MasterCard  _ *Visa _ *No.:____________________ *Expiration:  mo __/yr___

*Name on card (please print) ___________________ *Signature _____________________

*Name(s) _____________________________ *Address_________________________________

*City _________________________ *State ______ *Zip _______   Tel. _____-_____-______

*Email _______________________       (* = required for credit card processing)

You may also make a credit card donation online at www.bqef.org/howtohelp.htm

SEND TO: Bolivian Quaker Education Fund, Inc., 11253 Boston Road, East Concord, NY 14055-9711

All gifts are tax deductible and gratefully acknowledged.


